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What Gets in the Way? Activity
•Think about a young person leaving foster care and 
starting college.

•What obstacles might they face?
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Ohio Reach: How It Started
•Began in 2007 to support students with foster care 
experience

•Became a state-supported initiative in 2019
•Now led by Ohio Children’s Alliance in partnership 
with Ohio Department of Higher Education
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What is Ohio Reach?
•Ohio Reach helps students with foster care 
connections through:

•Campus Support — helping students find a 
supportive person on campus 

•Emergency Fund — helping with unexpected financial 
needs 

•Scholarship — helping with education-related costs
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Why This Support Matters
(Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2025)

• More students with foster care experience are going 
to college

• Finishing college can still be difficult
• Barriers like housing, money, transportation, and 

support can affect school
• The right support can help students stay enrolled 

and succeed
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Who Can Connect with Ohio 
Reach?

6

•Students may be eligible if they:
•Have experience in foster care, kinship care, or out-of-
home placement 

•Are enrolled in an Ohio college, university, career 
center, or training program



Postsecondary Designation
•Supportive Campuses
•Ohio Reach recognizes schools that are committed to 
supporting students with foster care connections.

•Designated schools may offer:
•A campus liaison 
•Campus champions 
•Resource connections 
•Student support and belonging opportunities
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Institutional Criteria & Student 
Supports

•What Support Can Look Like
•On campus, support may include:

• A designated liaison 
• Help finding campus resources 
• Connection to basic needs support 
• Community-building opportunities 
• Staff who understand foster care experiences 
• Help planning for transitions
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Supports That Can Make 
College Easier

•Year-round housing
•Career counseling
•Cohort structure
•Tutoring
•Leadership opportunities
•Life skills support
•Transition services
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Ohio Reach Emergency Fund
Helps students with unexpected financial needs that 
could interrupt school.
Examples may include:
◦ Housing 
◦ Transportation 
◦ Utilities 
◦ Food 
◦ School supplies 
◦ Other urgent needs 

Available once per year; Funding is limited and not 
guaranteed.
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Ohio Reach Scholarship 
Award

• $1,000 per semester 
• Renewable for up to 5 years 
• Supports education-related costs 

Eligibility
• Foster care experience after age 13 
• Enrolled or accepted at an Ohio college or program 

Application
• OhioReach.org 
• Transcript, reference, and student statement
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Spectrum News Story (11/17/2025)
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https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2025/11/17/brooke-winstead--ohio-reach--ohio-children-s-
alliance--college--foster-care-connected-students--susan-ballard
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How to Connect with Ohio 
Reach

•Visit OhioReach.org
•Look for your campus liaison
•Ask for a warm handoff
•Apply for the Emergency Fund or Scholarship
•Reach out if you are not sure where to start

14



Ohio Reach Knowledge Check
•Answer correctly to win a prize!

1. What website should students visit?
2. Name one Ohio Reach support.
3. Who can students connect with on campus?
4. Name one obstacle students may face.
5. True or False: Students have to figure it out alone.
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Questions?
Thank You!
CONTACT:
LUCY.FLOWERS@OHIOCHILDRENSALLIANCE.ORG
614-461-0014 EXT 011

mailto:Lucy.flowers@ohiochildrensalliance.org

